Communication tools, for the AccessACE e-Learning Research Circles
Purpose of technology

	Activity
	Activities
	Technology
	Alternatives

	Live audio discussion / "web conferencing"
	Join us in regular meetings to connect with the group, solve problems and discuss issues.
	Elluminate and skype 
	Live classroom, centra, dim dim (open source)

	Social environment with profile pages, discussion boards, shared resources
	Stay in touch between live sessions - share ideas and seek help, offer assistance.
	Ning 
	Edna groups, facebook, mc2 at vicnet, me.edu.au

	Knowledge building through collaborative web editing 
	Build an ongoing knowledge resource from our generated ideas and collected wisdom. 

Adapt a blog post into a longer piece the whole group can contribute to; or expand some bookmarks into a review / comparison.
	Wiki (for whole group, or for individuals)
	Wikispaces, www.acfe.vic.edu.au, wetpaint, wiki

	Social bookmarking
	Share your discoveries and useful sites with the rest of the group. (use tag "accessace")
	Delicious 
	Magnolia, digg, diigo, connotea, twine, stumbleupon

	Regular individual project reflection (/reporting)
	Regular journal updates can be a wonderful way to seek feedback from your colleagues and peers. They can also form the basis of any official reporting later on. Using your own space can give you stronger identity than working in a group environment. 
	Blog (optional, very optional)
	Blogger, edublogs, wordpress (either hosted on own server)

	Extra options to explore 
	Experiment to see what's possible.
	
	

	Voice boards
	Compare this environment with text boards or live web conferencing. 
	Voxopop, 
	Interactive digital story, such as voicethread, wimba (eg via TafeVC)


Our spaces
http://acenetwork.ning.com 
(Short link http://tr.im/acetp for the classroom practice group.)
http://delicious.com/tag/accessace

Your Thoughts

Which tools have you used before? 

Which do you feel most comfortable with?

Which ones would you use with your students?

